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The deficiency bill being under consideration,
The next umenjinenl was slated an follows:
"Stc # And bt " fmrlher emeted. That tlio Commis¬

sioner of Pul»tic Buildings be, nml ho 19 hereby, authorized
10 apply »»y unexpended portion ol (be money appropriated
by the aciol Congress entitled . An aot making apprupna
Hon to meet 'he expenses incurred in t:ons»(|utMio* of (lie
late fire ai the Gapt-ol,' approved January l»tb. 1832. to tlio

payment ol expenses necessarily incurred in repairing the
(iitiuax0 .lo'ie! by lire iu the ollijcol the o!urk ot the
Huprem" Court, and In making other repairs about the
Cspitol"
The amendment was concurred in.
The next amendment wtta the following

And be it furthtr enacted, That tlio Secretary
ol 1I10 Treasury bo, and In? is hereby, authorized to pur-
itiano for the United States a suitable piece of around, at
t central point ill the oity of dan Francisco, California, a«

a site for the e/ectlon of the uustom-liouse heretofore au¬

thorized to be built: Provided, That said silo or ground
may be obtained, Willi good and sulllcient title to the United
States, ia exchange for such lettsouablo portion of the gov¬
ernment reserve in that city as the said Sjcretary shall
deem just and equitable, or for a Mini in lien tboreol not
eiceetling SHJ.IHW; and to enable the Secretary of the
Treasury to carry into effect this provision, the suin ol
#40 000 is hereby appropriated! Provided, That It the said
Secretary shall lail to obtain such ground on satisfactory
lerm>, then the laid .sum, or such portion thereof as may
be necessary, ">»y bo expended in providing the proper
foundations lor said custom-house on the sue Irrretolure
itldoted for ihe purpose."
The amendment wan concurrcd in.

The PUESIDEN V, (Mr. Mangum in the chair ) All
the amendments made a* in committee of the whole
have been acted upon, except one that was passed over

by unanimous consent.
The amendment is as follows :

'. The sumol #10,000 is hereby appropriated, to bo paid to
and expended under the direction of the Attorney General
of the United States, in procu ring such copies or other evi¬
dences ol the laws, decrees, or ordinances ol the Spanish
or Mexican governments relating to or ndVoting laud claims
in California or New Mexico, and ttUo such copies or me¬

morials of said claims as may be obtained Irom the records
of the Mexican government, with all auoh other documentary
and ollicial evidence us tha said Attorney General may
deem necessary and proper, and may direct to bo procured ;
nml lor the purpote of procuring thu information uloresaid,
tlie said Attorney General is hereby authorized toemploy
or appoint an agent, who is to act under Ihe direction ol
«nd to receive such compensation as the said Attorney
(reneral inay allow and order Provided, however, That the
whole expense ol agency, of proouring books and docu¬
ments, ol transpoitution, and ol translation, nod everything
connected with tlio work, except the printing, shall not ex¬

ceed the smn herein appropriated."
Mr. VVELLER. That section of the bill, Rlr. Presi¬

dent, was laid over the other day, upon my application,
with a view of Riving me i.i opportunity to examine
the phraseology of it, in order to ~ake it satisfactory.
My desire was, that it should he so guarded as to protect
the rights not only of the United Stales but of all the
claimants in California un!cr Spanish and Mexican
eraote. I have not been able to j;et that portion of the
bill in such a shape an to be satislactory to myself. It
will require more time and attention than 1 am able to
bestow upon it; and I therefore a«k that that section be
stricken out. 1 have no doubt some advantages will re-

suit from sending a commissioner to the city of Mexico
to ascertain what is proposed by this article of the bill;
but that can be done quite as well under Ihe general ap¬
propriation bill.

I he question being taken on striking out the section,
it was agreed to.
Mr. CLEMENS. 1 wish to offer an amendment by

inserting the following :

" For the completion of the erection of the custim-houis
at Mobile, Alabama, ylOO.OOJ."

It is in pursuance of an estimate made by the depart*
msnt, and the appropriation id thu exact amount recom¬
mended.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr ATCHISON. Iam instructed by the Committee

on Indian Affairs to propose an amendment:
" For the payment of annuities, and the transportation of

the tame 10 certain tribes of Indians, in accordance with
the seventh ar'icle ol the treaty made at Fort Lirauiie on
the 17;h day ol September, 1851, #60.000 "

I will baiely state that I have offered this amendment
wilt the approbation of the Committee on Indian Affiirs,
*nd that I also submitted it to tha chairman of Ihe Com-
mitteeon frinance and to another member of that commit¬
tee, and they all approved it. I have a communication from
the Commissioner of Indian Atfsirs, and a letter from
Kiupatnck, ihe uxent of these Indians, which, if neces-
wry, can be read, both showing the absolute necessity of
making the appropriation.
Mr GEYER. I propose an amendment to that amend,

ment by adding thereto :

"And tlie Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized
10 purchase the provision, me.-handise, domestic animals,
.nil agricultural implement*, 10 be delivered in payment
01 the annuity t)r»t payable under the seventh article o!
.sta treaty, without previous advertisement, it such pur¬
chases can be made on reasonable terms."

Mr. ATCHISON. I will consent to that amendment,
si kjieve 'l 10 ^ Dec*»sary, j0 expednt the business.
Mr. GEYER. I was going to remark that ihe Indians

now collected are aomewhit inpatient, and it is import-
xnttbai this annuity should be piid at an early day If
it is not, I fear that still greater uneasiness snd excite¬
ment will be produced by the delay.

The amendment aa modified «as agreed to.
Mr. BKODHBAD. Mr. President, I desire now to

oiler an amendment, which I brought to the notice of the
^enaie the other dav. It is an amendment which was

? ij '".rT,y h*nd' by the honorable senator from Rhode
island, [Mr. Cuaii.l who is now necessarily absent,
the dilate has already adopted an amendment incoriio
rating into this bill this provision :

n.i.f«' 9°mpleting the Moating dry dock st San Francisco,
t alilurnis, authorised by aciofS l March, IMI, $300,000.''
This dock is now nearly completed, and Will ahortly,

understand, be transported to Cslifornia. It will be
some lime before a pier, or a basin and railway, can be
constructed in connexion with it. If a nier is construct-
*<t it will take but a short time, and I presume it will

ofdered at the present session. The object of the
.mendment which I now propose is Jo anthorixe the

jVcrelarv of the Navy 10 lease this dock upon certain
"rms. The amendment is :

And the Secretary of the Navy Is hereby authorized to
"mraet for ths lease ot the said dock to sny individual or

company who will receive ths same, in ihe port of San
rrancuro, upon terms most advantageous to the United
,V**« taking due and sufficient bond* tor the safe keeping

«i the same, and for its delivery to the United States in good
°.sr and condition, whenever a site for a navy yard is se

ted and shall be prepared for its reception.nrst giving
no notice lor proposals for the use of the said *«etional

and reserving 10 the Untied States the right at sH
*' 10 use the same tree of charge, whenever required
any vessel ol the navy, or any vessel In the employment

01 Oie government."
Mr President, this dock has cost #010,000. Now,
we are men who wilt give at least $."*1,000 a year for
« ase of (hi* dock when the government does not de-
/»to use it. I am so informed by the honorable aena-

' Iron1 Rhode Island, who placed this amendment in
y hinds. In view of the large cost of this dock; in

of ihe large amount of money which the govern-
hss already paid, or contracted to pay, for this etrue-

"r,i *nd in view of the necessities of the commercial
J""1* of the bay of San Francisco, I think it nothing

than right that the Secretary of Ihe Navy should
*"e power to lease this dock to gentlemen who will
«'»' sufficient security for the return of the same when-

it is needed hy the Navy Department, and whenever
"?.lie for a navy-yard shall Deselected. It seems to
.*. therefore, sir, that there can be no reasonable objee-
,L7° 'h'* amendment, ft has been well considered by
* honorable senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Ci.Aaic,]
"JJ plseetl it in my hands; and if the government can,
''bout «ny ,|etr,ment whatever to the public service,
"»e fifty thousand dollars a year for the use of this

I think we ought to do it. We ought so to
"n this hill as to authorize the Secretary of the Navy

permit th§ commercial marine to use this structure, the
k *?rn'n*,n* receiving proper compensation therefor. I
°j*. therefore, that it will |>ass.

,r "ADOER. Mr. President, I offered an amend-
when this bill was in commitlee, for the purpose of

»h 'l1.*0"1* Provision for the security of this dock,
mad 1 ,',bseqoently withdrew upon objection being
v>t k.

K ' *f,m* senators, and which ( think had better
mjn nnkw r*"*W8(l- I think there is no necessity for
t,l, 'J*'* pfotision in this bill. There ia some diIB
truhIl about adjusting the measure in such a

' u to be proper and right; and I think whan the

general navy appropriation bill comes u|>. the senator Iroui
Peimsylvaniaattd myself will be able to arrange an
meal, with the aid of tbe honorable senator Iroin Oaii-
fcuuii*. which will meet the exigencies of the case. I ne
dock will not be delivered until next fall, and ws will
have ample time to make this provision in the naval ap¬
propriation bill 1 think,however, that the provision .un¬seated by the honorable senator from

to .heBiime respects liable to objection ; and '
Senate the reason why 1 think it is so. I hut flo»t>a^ dry^dock in California originated in a pro¥,»'®S' \V''*naval appropriation bill of September, 1850, in
words:

." Kor oommenciiiK 'be conitmotion of a floating «iy-
dock upon coast of Cdiforule, #100,000; and the 3eo-
re'.ury Jl the Navy is authored io enter 1.ilo a oo.il/aet fur
Hi* construct lou, wall all reasonable dtMjntob, ol a .*©
llonal, or balanei 11 Jaling dry-dock, basin, and railway, a
snob bmbjr on the coast of me Paclflo ocean a. bo may wr
loot, of ao«imcity and diraendim# in nt» «e»p«0t liUerlor to
ilio,« of tbi! li'y ifVk in progress ol ooustruotion at i ou»a
no'n Provided. Thai by granting the said contractors |wr-iniiiMon if required, to prepare tbe materials ohiefty at someliXr ou lhe Atlantic seaboard, and advancing
tbt-rcon a* the work# prcgrea», the said works oan bo coin
plated ul a sum not excelling by more than iwnlve per (sent
tho total amount contracted io be paid for tbe>
ha-in ami railway at tbe Psusacola navy-yard, wittl lue
addition thereto ol what wo.ild be the cost of lr*^fP°j [,uj!to said coast of Hi J eald materials thus preparod, a d Willi
ihe msurvation, till the wotki are dane. ol ten per cent , and
ilia u-iu »l suroty l.ir the laiibful ueifoimanoe ol the con-
tract r^id tbeySecretary of the Nan- shall also be author
ii' il i > enter into an agreement with tbe contractors, U th y
will keep the said Wo?k. in repair and take roper care o
ihe sarin: for any given perioil ol years, free ol oha'ga
lb© government, to permit them to u»c the said .worJ**^sooii neriod on their own account, (or repairing merchantve"^d^ when not occupied by vessel* of the navy, to which
precedence shall at all times be given, ou su.;h ternu us he
shall deem reasonable."

Congress at a subsequent session, after a verbal "(^ce¬ment had been entered into between the Secretary of he
Navy and the conlraciors for the whole work required
by this law, the floating dry-dock, basin and r*llv*«y.
repealed so much of that law as authorized a contract for
the ereciion of a basin and railway, leaving the residue
of the law in force ; and any impression is that al he
arrangements made in the Navy Department, and he
contract male by the Navy Department, were all ounded
upon and related to the whole ol the provisions here, by
virtue of which the contractors were to have the use of
ihe dock for the purpose of repairing private vessels
when the government of the United Stales did not require
it l think, therefore, that it should first be ascertained
what the fact is with respect to that agreement; for it
would be taking a step in the dark-it might be Unjust to
tliem, and not warranted by the understanding between
the government and the contractors, to adopt sticli a pro¬
vision as the one now proposed. The Senate will recol¬
lect that the whole authority given by the law of lM)
was not repealed, but only so much as related to the
basin and railway. I wish, therefore, to suggest to ihe
senator from Pennsylvania that I think every object ill
he accomplished by allowing this matter to rest until he
naval appropriation bill comes up ; and in the mean tune
we can look into the matter m regard to the contract and
see what disposition we ought to make. There will then

bCMr 'bKODHEAD Mr President, I cannot yield to the
sueaestions of the honorable senator from North Caro¬
lina He states that this dock will not be finished until
tail, and hence that this provision, or a similar one, had
heller be incorporated in the general naval appropriation
bill Well, sir, it seems to me that the lacl that this dock
is so soon to be completed renders it quite necessary that
the amendment which I have offered should now be
adopted, because notice must be given and a contract
entered into. If we def«r it unt.l the general naval ap¬
propriation bill, which will not pass until August, there
will not be sufficient time to give public notice aud have
a contract entered into. What objection, therefore, can
be urged agaiust the adoption of ihis amendment at this
time ! 'Gfoe dock is now about being coqipleted; and the
Secretary of the TSavy must necessarily have some time
to enlor into the contract for the use ol this dock. If
rtftv thousand dollars can be obiniued without any uetn-
meiitto tbe public semce-because the amendment pro¬
vides that the use by Ihe commercial marine is not to
inieifere with the goverument vessels that may be
brought therefor repair.wh> sbou d we not »«feit when
an opportunity orte.s? I think that the fact that this
dock is so soon to be completed is a strong reason why
we ouiht to adopt the amendment now.
The honorable senator also seems to think that the con¬

tractors lor this dock should have tbe use and occupa¬tion of it. I do not think so, sir. By reference to their
contract.it will be seen that their work is to be exam¬
ined and it is then, il done properly, to be taken otf iheir
bands. I think, therefore, that those who con¬
structed this dock should not be the lessees, aud should
not have the u*e of it. Beside, that, under the provision
which the senator has real, an l which was in part re-
p-aled during the last session, these contractors, if I un-
derstand it aright, would make some fifty thousan I dol¬
lars a jear by having the use of it, if they are to have it
gratuitously from the government, they mere v
it in repair: so I ain informed, at any rate, by he honor-
able senator from libode Man', who placed this
amendment in my bands. He tells me that the use of
this dock by I'se com nercial marine is worth some filty
thousand dollars a year.

tI hope sir, that ihe amendment will be adopted at this
time fTl il a aimple proposition to lease the use of this
structure, upon good security, for a term of years, I his
dock ba» cost the government a large susi of money an<
if we «n recti*, a large sum in return for the use of
the structure, without any detriment to the public *«'*'".
it seemi to me that we ought not to hesitate a moment

inMrB|ADGBR. Mr. President, it is entirely unneces¬
sary for the senator from Pennsylvania to assume any
oratorical display on this subject.
Mi BKODHkAD. I did not.

_Mr BADGKIt I have very great ind'fference whethei
the proposition be a-lopted or not.

a ksuggestion to him of what I supposed to be.orne diffi
cully embraced in the adoption of the
w aft Sir. I suggested that I was under the impress on

that the arrangement* which have been in*tle.b6l^."VrvSrcietary of the Navy ami the contractor for the dry-Sk, under the act of 1850, mod,lie,I by the subseq.e d
renaal ol a iwriion of it. relerred to or included this very
subject, and all I wanted was, 11 that was so, that we
should not now adopt a differeul arrangemen

I confess that I am not exactly pleased with the iit'a
that the K<>vernroenl shall let out this structure to Ihehighest bidder I would have them put it out to a com-
i>.den! person who understands its management, and whofftXTre of it upon just and

had an opportunity
to con.nleMt. I do no, .mend to enter into any^rgum.nor discussion of the matter. 1 would not,."
¦ id»re<l as (tnoosiuK it; for I intrrxluced a propositionsomewha*sunilar *e other day. which I wabdrew o ..

jection being made, saying that, personally, I cared noth-
II M*r' llU.N TKlt 1 f«*l under some difficulty in relation
io U s amendinent, because, sir, I have not the inlorma-
Mon to enable me to form a dec-led judgment in relation
to i Commodore Smt.h told me thai it wou d be
necessary; but no estimate was sent to me. It will be
necessary to provide some appropriation for the pnrpo*«
nf receiving the dock which is now shi(>pe<l round, whenrtVeUth^/MdZtha purpose of pa-ting iL Some-
iKinir will be necessary for this, I was told, but no esti
mate was sent to me. I understand that a letter on the

arrangemenU have been ug* »
sections upon

«,«!,! ...ily l>. don. Anolh.r «o» d ~

ZJi .s;;^-riirkiffijsnAMs ffr.rftrsri--ireI have been informed that it has been done in some in

Mr. HUNTER. At any rate, 1 no^it It would tie a means of saving the 8or'["U®n , ( ,nthis heavy exin-nse. and in that way would be .iselul o

the government; and being let oat u|K)n fair terms^be useful to the merchant marine. This would be m t

better than throwing op.n the government rfwj" t>*
ihe dockins of miMchant vessels for nothing. Therefore.
I («1 dis used upon the whole. Io go for this amend-

necessary. la Mjpo (h# <fn.lor

w»» not sent down, ws» thai it wan M|Mw4 4*' this
amendment would prove sufficient, and that ibis Secre¬
tary could thus put it out upon such terms at would pro¬
vide for these objects without further expendiiuie. i
think, therefore, that I shall vole for ihe amendment.

Mr. WELLER I confess that [ was inclined to op¬

pose this amendment when it was first submitted, simply
for the reason that I am inclined to suspect everything
which cones from the senator from Pennsylvauia with re¬

gard to the dry-dock in California since the speech with
which be entertained the Senate some time ago. but!
sir, if the government can derive $.K),O0(J a year for the
u»e of the dry-dock, and if the merchant marine floating
upon the i'acilic ocean can at the same time be accommo-

dated, as a matter of course 1 am willing that the propo¬
sition should he adopted. Therefore, notwithstanding
the suspicion I have of 'everything coming from that
quarter in relation to this dry dock, I am inclined to think
that this amendment ought to be adoptuJ, and shall there¬
fore vote for it.
Mr. HUNTER. 1 will, state an additional reason,

which escaped ine when I was up before. Unless money
is appropriate!, or unless the Secretary is authorized to
make some arrangement for receiving the dock when it
reaches California, it is likely that we shall be charged
with demurrage, and subjected to great cost in the way ;
so that I apprehend it will be essential either to appro¬
priate money or to pass some amendment such aB this. We
have no estimate of the utnouut of money required, and
therefore can olfer no amendment making an appropria¬
tion for this purnose.
Mr. HUSK It seems to me that we are acting prema¬

turely and without the requisite information. It has been
said that we may make $50,000 a year. It is a mere sup¬
position. We do not know but that the government may
lose #100,000 by it. There is no telling what uiay be
the result. Some arrangement should be made to in¬
sure the safety of the dock.
Mr. WELLER, (iii his seat.) How can the govern¬

ment lose?
Mr. HUSK. The dock might be damaged. 1 have no

hostility to the amendment on the contrary, it strikes
me favorably. But still 1 would rather consult those who
know more about it than 1 do, because the idea of letting
the government property does not strike me favorably. 1
should he willing to allow the use of our dock to mer¬
chant ships under proper arrangements. But if it is let
outbycontnict.it would, in my opinion, be subject at
least to the danger of damage. At any rate, we have am¬

ple time to consult the Secretary of the Navy and Ihe
officers of the navy, who understand the business much
better than we do, and can putan amendment of this sort,
if necessary, in the general appropriation bill. This is
overloading the deficiency bill. I understand that we
shall not incur the expense of the reception and care of
this dock until next fall, and shall have the naval appro¬
priation bill before us in season to attend to this matter.
1 should much rather that the Secretary of the Navy, or

some officerof the navy,should be consulted, inorder that
we may have a distinct understanding of the best mode
to secure the safety of the property ol the United Stales
before we make any arrangement.
Mr. HAMLIN. When the appropriation for the con¬

struction of the dock was originally made, the provision
which is in the law, and which has been read by tiie
senator from North Carolina, was either offered by my¬
self as an amendment, or incorporated into the hill at my
particular suggestion by the committee who nad it in
charge.I am not ceitain which, ft was the expenditure
of a large sum of money; and this was a work which
would not all the time be in use by the government.
There was a very large commercial marine in that coun¬

try which I desire to see taken care of. 1 here were oc¬

casions when, with (-light repairs, our ve-sels could have
been sent home, and without those repairs it was iiripos-
sihle for Ihem to coine round the Ca[>e. I do not under-
stand the amendment thus incorporated into the original
appropriation as being a |>erpetual lease to these persons
or anything of the kind ; nor do 1 think that if we pass
the bill as it now stands, that will be the result. I sup-
l>ose it went to this extent, and no further; and it seems
to me that the law may stand just as it is until some lu-
ture period when it shall be found that additional leg is-
lation i* necessary. When the work shall have been
constructed, before it shall have been accepted, and after

fit shall have been put in its place, there may be a com-
mercial marine there which may need it. (l has not yet
been delivered to Ihe government; and the contractors
who have it in charge, it they shall be responsible to the
government, may thus use it; but alter it shall be actu¬

ally delivered over to the froverninent, then the clause
will terminate. After that shall have taken place, 1
think will be the time for the govcrninont to make a

permanent arrangement for iti use by the commercial
marine, under such provisions as may tie necessary. In
that view of the ca-e, while I was ilis|>o»ed to favor the
iamendment ol the senator from Pennsylvania, I think
that we would better let the matter stand as it now is.

Mr. BADGER I am sorry to trouble the Senate again ;
but I wish to state that I have a communication made
by the Secretary of the Navy to the Naval Committee,
setting forth this whole subject at length.a communica¬
tion ol some half a dozen pages or more. The Secretary
considers that the authority given hun under iheappropria-
lion bill of lt>50 is still in force, and thai he is authorized
to make the arrangements contemplated by the bill; but
Congress being in session, he prtlers, if Congress will do
so, that they shall direct him upon what terms he shall
enter into an arrangement.he being authorized by the
act of 1850 to enter utto it upon such terms as he may
deem proper. Now, sir, I will suggest that there is a se¬

rious difficulty in the matter. If, in the existing slate of
things in California, this dock shall be hired out to the
highest bidder, he will then, of coursc. be at liberty to use
it for the commercial marine upon just what term* be
pleases; and he must, as a necessary consequence, there
being but one dock on the whole of the coast.when this
shsll have arrived there, for there is none now.have it
in hi* |tower to exact just what prices he pleases lor its
use; and while he makes enormous profits to himself,
and oppresses the commercial marine, the owners of pri
vate shi|si, he will be required to pay but a moderate
corn|ieiisatiou to the government, nut if the arrange-
ment is made under this lull by the Secretary of the Navy,
lie can then with propriety, and as a part of the terms of
itie arrangement, reserve to his department the |>ower of
controlling ihe charges which shall be made for the u»e

of the dock for commercial vessels.
Mr. HUNTER. Why can he not do eo under this

'amendment?
Mr. BADGER. Because after putting it up to the

highest bidder to use it as he chooses, be could not with
propriety inlerfere with them.

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment requires that the
contract shall be made on the most advantageous terms.

Mr. BADGER. The moat ail vaniageous terms for the
government. But after having leased the dock, and
after they shall have paid us tor the use of the dock,
we cannot with propriety interfere with them At all
events, it seems to me thst there is no pressing necessity
for acting upon Ihe matter now. I am sorry that 1 have
mislaid the letter of the Secretary of the Navy to which
I have referred ; but having withdrawn my amendment
Ihe other day, and not supposing that the matter would
again come up, I did not trunk it necessary to bring the
letter before the Senate.
Mr BUODHEAD. It seenrn to me that there can be

no difficulty with regard to this matter. The amendment
proposes lo confer u|*in the Secretary of the Navy the
power to make such a contract as he may think most ad¬
vantageous lo the government and beneficial to the com¬
mercial marine.it does not restrict him. Ihe amend¬
ment is very caretully drawn. In order that the contract
may be made at the proper Ume, I think it should be now
adopted.

Mr. MALLORY asked for the reading of the amend-
ment.
The amendment was accordingly read.
Mr. MALLORY. I would suggest to the honorable

senator from Pennsylvania that the dock may roach
California and there may be no pier, no basin there, to
make the dock effective. Under this proposed contract
which the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to make
with individuals, the individosls may erect such a pier as

will answer their purpose; which is, the repsir of the
commercial msrine, the vessels of which average shout
six hundred tons in the trade on the Pacific coast Now,
a pier which would be sufficient for the repair of the
merchant msrine would be wholly inadequate for the re¬

pair of the naval marine. I suppose I may eay that, in
proportion as the bids for this contract would increase,
just in that proportion would the bidders be disinclined to
expend money upon the pier. Just in proportion as they
give for the use of the dock would they be disinclined to
erect a large pier, it is quile possible thst, in addition lo
all the objections which are upon the face of a co-part¬
nership between the government ami private individuals,
tins objection may pertain.that while the commercial
marine may reap the advantages of the pier, it may he
perfectly inappropriate to the repair of naval vessels.
The Secretary of the Navy, under the proposed amend¬
ment, truly has a right to contract upon such terms as he
may deem best; but be is restricted, notwithstanding, to
contract with the highest bidder
Mr. BRODHEAD. Who will give proper security f
Mr. MALLORY. It is said that the contract is to be

made with tiifl highest bidder who will give proper neon-

rity. I understand, too, that if a contract ia made with
the highest bidder, it will tie without reference ai all to
the form of the pier which ia necessary to make the dock
effectual.
Mr. WELLEtt. Mr. President, it ia extremely demra-

ble tbit loitie ariangement should be made by which the
merchant marine u|ion the Pacific coast should have the
use of this dry-dock , but aa to the beat mode of accom¬

plishing that object, there may well be a difference of
opiniou 1 can readily perceive that if the amendment be
adopted, without any additional restriction or guard*
thrown around it, the person who obtaina the contract
may u«e the dock given to hiin in such a manner an to
oppreu one class of ship-owners at the experiae of an¬

other. He may refuse the u»e of the dock to some ship¬
owner* u|Kin the Pacific for the purpose of repairing their
vessels. He may be bribed to pursue tha' course by other
extensive ship-owner*. I mean that that course can be
adopted if there be no restrictions placed upon the con-

trantof.if there be no limits fixed upon the charges to be
levied upon the vessels using that dry-dock. 1 think
that in the adoption of any regulation upon this subject,
there ought to be some limitation fixed upon the power of
the contractor. .

The same objection that would arise to letting the
c:>ntrgpt out to the highest bidder would apply with equal
lorce to the form prescribed in the old law ; for that law
provided that a contract should be made with the origi¬
nal contractors of the dry-dock for keeping it in this
way. Now, the Senate wUl readily perceive that that
power might be abused b^tbe contractors; that those
who have obtained this contract from the general gov¬
ernment for the use of the dry-dock might use that
power in such a way as to oppress one portion of the
merchant service and favor another portion. I should,
therefore, liave preferred myself that a question of this
importance should have been maturely considered before it
was broight before the Senate. I was not aware until
the amendment was offered to-day that it was the inten¬
tion of the senator from Pennsylvania to submit it. 1
would rtly much upon the superior judgment of those
who are more fumiliar with these subjects than I am.

Doing so, 1 shall vote for this amendment; but, at the
same time, 1 must confess that there are not those re¬
striction* thrown around it which, in my judgment,
would b« necessary in order to prevent an abuse of powyjr
on the put of the contractors.
Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, this dock, it is said, is

larger than is necessary for the use of the government.
I dare nay it will turn out to be true. This is what is
called a " sectional dock." I have never seen one of those
structures called a sectional dock; but if 1 have a right
understanding of them, they are built in sections which
are separate, and consequently sections that are capable
oi bruin used separately. 1 think that it will turn out, in
the end, that here is dock enough to be divided in such a

way that one portion of it can ha appropriated to the civil
marine, and the other portion be appropriated to the use

of the government, and that both branches of the service
can be accommodated by it.the government prescribing
the terms upon which the portion devoted to the civil
marine shall be employed. 1 do not think there is any
very great difficulty in prescribing terms that shall save

the public from imposition; for there are other modes of
repairing vessels which can be resorted to, which are

well known and understood, and which generally are re¬
sorted to in cases of necessity ; and if very extravagant
terms are demanded, of course vessels.unless there is
need of gteat haste.will go to the old mode of repairing.
But 1 we no difficulty, if 1 understand and comprehend
this structure, in making something like the arrangement
which I suggest.ail airangement which shall accommo¬

date both tht government aud the civil marine.

Now, I supi»ose it is very desirable for the civil marine
that this dock should be brought into operation. It is

very convenient for repairs, because it hastens that opera-
lion very much. A senator suggests that it cannot be
used without a pier. That there is a great deal of mcon-
venieuce in using it without a pier 1 take to be true ; but

II lake it not to be true that it cannot be used without a

pier. I take it that these sections may be taken into
deep water, where they can be carried under a ship, and,
if proper care and proper skill are exercised, a vessel may
be raised and carried into dock without a pier. A nier, 1
admit, is very convenient; but the very operation 1 have
described is now going on, 1 understand, at Portsmouth.
Mr. HALE. The dock at Portsmouth is a floating,

and not a sectional dock.
Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman safe that is a floating

dock I had supposed it was a sectional one. Rut
whether it is a sectional dick or not, a ship-of-tbe-line
can be taken into it without a pier ; and that operation,
1 understand, is now going on, or has been [lerformed, at
Portsmouth, i believe it has been done.

1 take it, then, that there is no insuperable obstacle to
the use of this dock in the way which 1 have suggested.
But if the senator from California doee not think that
this is necessary for the port of San Francisco, I should
l>e disinclined to press it upon litem. It seems tome,
however, that if >ou clothe the Secretary of the Navy
with power to enter into the contract or not as he sees

fi-, and toenter into one which shall cover and protect prop¬
erly all interests, there can be no particular objection
whether it is done now or on some otheT occasion ; but
the sooner it is done, it seems to me, the belter.

There are undoubtedly many vessels visiting Califor-
ma that would be benefited by this dock. There are

many vessels belonging there that would be greatly ben¬
efited by it. There is a large steam marine plying be¬
tween California mid Panama, and other (torts. It ia not
very convenient to lay down one of these steamers for
repairs. It is a difficult lob, and the vessel is apt to be in-
luted by the process. Now, if they could have the ac¬

commodation of a dock, I have no doubt it would be
very useful to them and very convenient to the public, as

it would give great despatch to the making of repairs.
I have no great anxiety in rsgard to this measure ; but

it seems >o me reasonable enough to suppose that the
government inay by a contract indemnify iteelf to some

extent for the exi>ense of this work. Hut if, as I said be¬
fore. the senator from California does not think it expe¬
dient, I shall not press the amendment.
Mr CASS Mr. President, it seems to rne that there

ia a very easy mode of obviating this difficulty. It is
clear thai this dock might be put to the uses which the
honorable senator from North Carolina [Mr. Badocu]
has suggested. In the hands of the contractors, unless
guarded, they might put very extravagant terms upon the
vessels of the commercial marine, and might forbid their
going in. Now, it seems to me that if it is provided that
tins contract shall be made on terms that shall be advan¬
tageous to the interests of the commercial marine, as well
as to the interest* of the United Slates, for which the
amendment already provides, it would be very well !
with this simple addition.the Secretary of the Navy
would have the whole power, and then we could bold
hiin re«|>onsibIe.
Mr HUNTER. I understand that the senator from

Maine has such an amendment as thai to offer.
Mr CASS. I am glad to hear it. it is idle for us to

sit here and regulate all the details with reference to this
matter. VVe cannot understand all the details with re¬

gard to the dry-dock in California, l-et as refer them to
tne proper detriment to examine all the questions con¬
nected with the matter. I<et us put the amendment in
such a shape that it shall protect, not only the interests
of the Umt«d States, but also the interests of the enm-

mercial marine, at)d not have the commercial marine im-

posed ui>on by extravagant demands. .

Mr. HAMI-IN. I move to amend the amendment of
the senator from Pennsylvania, by submitting aa a sub¬
stitute for it the following :
" The said dock may be uwd for the purpose of rap

inn merchant thips, when not in use by thfe government, in
inch manner, for suoh compensation, and upon inch terms
and eoMttUons, ai shall be prescribed by the Secretary of
the Navy."

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will modify my amendment by
adopting the suggestion of the senator from Michigan.
Mr. MASON Mr President, the amendment offered

by the senator from Msme is one which has pressed its«lf
iqion my mind in considering this question as to the
true mode of disposing of the subject. I take it for grant¬
ed that it cannot be the design ol any senator that a lease
of government property should be placed in the hands of
private individuate for purposes of private speculation.
I will not agree, as one of the membera of this body, to

part with this property at all; I will not agree to place it
in the hands of privsfe individuals to he ased tor any
purpose whatever. Yet I am free to admit, from all 1
have heard, that it may be very desirable that m'-rchant
vessels shall have as free a use of this dock as the exi¬
gencies of the merchant service may require. I would,
therefore, suggest to the eenator from Pennsylvania that
it would be better to accept the proposition of the senator
from Maine as a substitute for his own.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair, on looking at the

amendment proposed by the senator frpm Pennsylvsnia,
finds that it is an amendment to an amendment. It is an
amendment to the amendment already adopted with re¬

gard 10 the sectional dock in California The senator from
Maine cannot therefore offer an amendment to the amend¬
ment of the aenator from Pennsylvania, for that is al¬
ready an amendment to an amendment. Ruf if the prop¬
osition of the senator from Pennsylvania should be re¬

jected, it would then be in order for the aenator from
I Maine to offer his amendment.

Mr HUSK. When an amendment ha# born adopted,
is .1 not a pai t ot the bill i This amendment ha., a ready
been adopted in the Senate. This u not an amendment,
an! understand it, to an amendment, because, by a vote
of the Senate, it has been adopted as a P*r< «*. J"ll'and therefore ctiMi to be an aineudmeiit. 1 Bit m «i i u

lion to amend the bill, an I uudirstaud it.
Mr. BKOUHEAD. At the suggestion of various

friend*, I withdraw my amendment, and accept that 01
the senator from Maine as a substitute for it.
The PRESIDENT. The question then will be on the

amendment of the senator from Maine.
Mr KUSK. I dislike to oppose this proposition, but

Iain one ot those unfortunate individuals who do no
know everything by instinct. I have to study and reflect
before I cau co.ue to a conclusion on which I can trust
myself. 1 see no use of precipitancy about this matter ,

but if this amendment be adopte i, it seems to uie that it
will place a vast deal of power in the hands of the Secre-
tiry of the Navy. It will give aim the power to pre¬
scribe the rules by which ibis properly may be used.
My own opinion is that we would belter take time to re¬
lied upon the subject, and adopt some measure by which
this power may be taken out of the hands of the Secrela
rv of the Navy, and put upon some principles that may
.rive the merchant marine a fair chance to use this dock.
? would give a fair open opportunity to each ; but I do
not want to trust loo much in a matter of this sort to the

^M^'^OCKTON. *
Mr. President, it is with great dif-

lideuce that 1 undertake to give an opinion on this sub¬
ject but it seems to me that I can no longer allow this
debate to goon without expressing my opinion with re
eard to this matter, and some principles connected with
H 1 am entirely opposed to these partnerahius and Rpec^ulations between the government of the United Slates
and private individuals. I do not see where we get'he
authority to build docks for the purpose of loaning them

°"in°the fi rat place,°?do not think it becomes the dignity
and character of this government to do so; and, in the
second place, 1 think this practice is increasing upon ua.
The dangers into which we are likely to run on account
of it are, ill my judgment, very great. I have been using
my pJor influence, since 1 have b^eu in the Senate to
disembarrass the government of the United States from
tlie.se private speculations.from all these connexions ol

again: there is no necessity for legislation upon
this subject. If we have a dry-dock, or a pier, or any
other convenience, for the purpose of repairing the ves¬
sels of the United Slates on the Pacific coast, and if there
is no other convenience there by which .«fhant «sse s

can he repaired, and a merchant vessel should go initoithe
port where that convenience is, the commanding officer
of that port would leel himself under an obligation to per¬
mit that vessel to go on the dock and be repaired. This
is the universal practice of the navy ; and the officer^ arc
commanded to do so. It an American man-of-war meets
a merchant vessel in distress, and they can relieve her,
they are bound to do to; and all that iney ask is that the
actual expenses to which ihe government has been put
shall be repaid by the persons so accommodated. Now,
why cannot that practice continue without this jypend;
mtnt.' There is no teason m the world why tlierAould
be such an amendment. If there is any amendment
made I hope we shall make none that will carry with it
the authority of the Secretary of the Navy to hire out
or lease any part of the public works.

fnlifor1 repeat, nr. that this dock, if constructed in Califor¬
nia will be entirely at the service of the merchant ma¬

rine, because that will le in accordance with the univer¬
sal nractice of the Navy, and their eslablished rules andJiiSS-Liy.uiM «».y Up* '.""'f";;zeti of the United Stales that it is within thei power o

afford 1 therefore hold that legislation is not necessary
for the purpose of affording the merchant marine in Cal¬
ifornia ll'e advantages of any dock ihe government may

Mr BRODHEAD called for the yeas and nays on the
fliYifikiiiiifMit* mid lbey were ordered.

1t

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, if it has been the
piactice of the government to sufler the merchant
to use these dry-docks whenever appliwtion is u«de. and
whenever ihey «e not necessarily used by 'he navy,
there would, asXe honorable senator fron» New Jeney
says, be no necessity for this provision Hut 1 do noi
believe that has been the pract.ce lo such an "lenl as

would enable the merchant marine 1 ."Jocean to use this dry-dock unless here was some iegui
lation on the subject. As a general principle, I am ep
nosed. as a matter of course, to all copartnership between
the goverr meni and individual*. It was because I was
opposed to in'ei fenng with ihe business of private indi-
v iual« that I was constrained to vote against the appro-Jn for the Collins line. There was a copartnership
1 heie was an eslablished concern, with a cawlal stock of
some **W.00u paid m by ihe government of the United
.Stales i liat copartnership met with favor from the sen-.tor7mm New Jersey. It seem., then that he ha. be¬
come latterly a convert to this doctrine of abstaining from
mleiuieddliiig with the affairs of private indiv.duals and
forming copartnerships between the government and pn-

^iVink'that letislation upon this subject is necessary,
and thai the amendment, as it now stands, is in a shape
where the power cann*>l be abused. We have the Hand¬
ing and reputation of the Secretary of ibe NaT».t"[£sure us that this dry-dock, when not necessary for the
use of the government, will be used for the accommoda¬
tion ol the merchant marine floating upon the 1 acilc
ocean Thai is all that we desire. We intrust this power
to the Secretary of llie Navy. He may abuse it, it is
true as all human power is oftentimes abused. I hat
would however, bi an argument against all.goyrn^ments You are compelled to trust those who have been
selected by the people for the discharge of these
live duties It is for that reason I preler that the amend¬
ment in its present shape should be adopted, in

we may h.ve the security which the reputation and the
standini of the Secretary of the Navy can give, that that
power shall be exercised, not only lo protect the mteresIf ihe aovernment of the United Stales, but also to y-commodate all ihe vessels that may be found floating
U'Xir!"MALLORY. Mr. President, the suggestions
thrown out by the honorable senator from N«w Jersey
arssUtclly correct 1 doubt whether any .n.Uncecanbe
found of the controller of a naval dry-dock, sectional
llosunc dock, or other contrivance for the repair of ves¬
sels. refusing Ihe use ol the dock to a pri vate tweeI mkm
not incompatible with the public service. I he factis.
however, that on the Atlantic coast such a reque* mfl
rarely be made, because nearly every g"*of the United Slates has iU dock. We have some hve
public docks mi the coast of the Atlantic, and, if I am
not misinformed, there are in the Atlantic cities
ite number of private docks always open to the merchant
marinr Unioubtedly on the Pacific r^. where no

private docks exist, if the officer controlling V?*,?,Ineni dry-dock should refuse it. when not needed fo the
public service, to the merchant ^rioe. he woftld ?7owith the reprobation of the Secretary of^ N«vjr do
not. therefore, deem legislation at this moment "senHar
While I am up, I would ask the senator from Maine

whether, if this .mendment be insisted ul'°"^e ^ou fnot better insert a provision controlling l^e 8ecretary o|the Navy as lo Ihe time for which he shall lease this
dock I It would be belter. I think, to control the Secre
tary of the Navy as to th. duration of the lease ; or is he
lo nsve, in addition lo the controlling
amendment confers upon h.m, a right to lease the dock
throughout its entire exigence ?

.Mr HAMLIN. Mr. President. I think the eenator
will be very much troubled to And any power
amendment which 1 h.ve offered wUh will Mlhonte
the Secretary of the Navy to lease this dock to anybody

pose of olfvi.ting the objection wh ch h« been alll» W
io. I want the government lo «o into copartnersh.p with
nobody This amendment proteoses simply to do by law
what the senator from New Jersey and ihe senator from
Florida say is now done without law.

Mr. HALB, (in his seat.) kxactly.
Mr HAMLIN. Besides that, I do not agree with the

assertion of those gentlemen with regard lo the use of
ihe«e docks for privats vessels when they are not needad
for public purges There may becaees-.Ktraordu.ary
ones.in which they have been allowed to be use.1 for
private purposes, but if there have been such case. tbey
«re exceptions The real rnle ie, aa I understand it. that
the public docks are to be used for mercantile purposes
on no occasion But the amendment, adm'l'ini the M-
serlion to be true, only provides that what the senators
My is now done wHhout Law shall be done by virtue of
law, and not in violation of law
The senator from New Jersey i« mistaken if he sup

poses that these docks are to be constructed for the pur
pose of leasing them to merchants, or that p>

(constructed for the purposes ol the m*rrnh*"' L whll(>i. not so They are built for the go»ernmec.tUtwh,ie
not in the use of the govemment-in an extraordinary
.i.te of c,rem.tances. with th* great ,enooaal otj^;
mere# on that coast, and with
vessels.it is proposed to do there hy >ew whiit both
ihe senators from New Je«ey miI without law. although I do not uiUeieUnd that it ie eo.
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Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, when this or a simi¬
lar amendment wan proposed before, 1 guvs it M ®>
opinion that it was tbe commencement of a new princi¬
ple. I am one of those who desire, in uiy legislative ac¬
tion, to avoid making contracts on the [Mirt of the gen¬
eral government; for I know that, whenever the |®'jeminent of the United States goes m as a contractor, all
the losses invariably fall upon it. What are we propo¬
sing lo do now To give ourselves the character or a
lessor, with a view to lease the public property to indi¬
viduals, and thereby, to the extent of the contract which
we make with ibe lessee, transferring the public property
lo the control of that lessee. subject to the contract.
And if the contract turns out to be disadvantageous or ia-
lurious to the lessee, any losses that will be sustained, 1
venture to say, will be saddled upon the government ;
and for this purpose our public property is to be con¬
trolled by individuals Now, this is said to be for the
benefit of the mercantile interest.for the benefit of the
merchant marine. Who are to be the owners, the
control It^s, and the lessees of this property ? lnai-

V'mT'WELLER. Will the senator from Georgia allow
me to read the araendmeut ? He certainly misapprehends
its whole character. It does not propose to lease the dry-
dock at all.
Mr. DAWSON. What does it propose f
Mr. W ELLEll. It provisions are :
" That said do'-k may be used for the purpose of repau-

inif merchant ships, when not In use by the government,
in suoh manner, tor jiuch compensation, and upon suob
trim* and condition*, a* shall be prescribed by ihe Secre¬
tary ofthe Nnvy ."
Mr. DAWSON. Undeniably, all that is true,
Mr WELL KK. And do you call that leasing it out I
Mr DAWSON. Certainly; it is leasing it out, be¬

cause if this is to be used for private purposes, under
such terms and stipulations as the becretary of the .*Ty
may choose, the individual who enters into the contract
will have rights given to him by it, and will have the
possession and control of tbo property. I Jo not desire
to oppose this finally. All that 1 desire is, that we shoiUd
take time. The dock is not yet there; it has yet to be
completed. I-et the Secretary of the Navy inquire in o
the state and condition of things there, and
Congress a scheme accompanied oy facts, so that we may
comprehend the condition of things there, and then we
can pass a law to meet whutever emergency may arise.
But now, before the dock is erected, are we to authorize
the Secretary of the Navy to put it at the eommand of in¬
dividuals who may desire to use it for their vessels f 1 he
ureal injury which is to result from it m this: .Ihe use ot
this public dock for private purposes will prevent the
erection of private docks, and the lessee or t,l.®j2>°tr*c.lnor who will have possession of the public docks, will
demand of those who desire improvement!i and
upon their vessels just what he pleases. U destroys ail
competition, and it will grow into this res*)it: '^atgovernment will be the builder of all the docks for public
and private purposes hereafter. And so soon as this dock
shall be placed without the control of the government in
this way, the dock at Kittery, the one at Phi adelphia,
and tbe one at I'ensacola will all follow in the same
train, and individuals will go ihcre-»hip-build«rsr ship-
repairers.and get possession of the government prop-

erl^prefer that this proposition should be withdrawn, for
1 concur most thoroughly with the honorable senator
from New Jersey, whose experience and observation
should have great influence on this»ubject. Let it passed
over, at least for the Present, and let it be biroughtup
when the general naval appropriation bill shall be before
us_when we shall have tune to consider, and so hear
something more upon the subject. I his is what I de*
Uuon one great principle, which controls me, that this
government should enter into no such contract, wulto
see the time when the government shall pay down the
dollars whenever it purchases anything. I want the
government to make none of your running
none of those arrangements in relation to the public
Pr^r'&ALE. Mr. President, it seems to me that the *

whole argument amounts to this whether this go*®"1"
meat will act the yart of the dog in the manger iin hui
uock business. The whole amount of the amendment s,
thai while we do not want lo use this dock, we will
allow our merchants to use it. And the onl>'
is, whether that use shall be at ihe discretion of the offi¬
cer in control of tbe .nation, subject to hia whim and ca¬

price, or whether it shall be under a set «f regulations
prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy in pursuance of
law. That is the whole dispute. It seems to me that
so plain a question cannot need much elaboration belore
thMr ""sTOCKTON. Mr. President, this is to my
mind not quite so small a matter as some Mnators sup-
pose 1 think there is a great principle which will grow
out of and be established by it. Senators say that they
want lo do now by law what they haw been doing
without law. They must admit, then, that the officers in
the public service of the United States, who have com¬
mand of the public ships and dock yards, will hereafter
he prohibited from rendering aid to the mercantile ma¬
rine or to vessels in distress, because they see here that
they must have a law to do it. Now. it you must have
a law to enable them to permit a merchant vessel m 5an
Francisco to go into a public dock, you must bave a law
authorizing a vessel to give a barrel of or ofpotk
lo a vessel iu distress. I say the principle is established.
it has been practised since the foundation of the govern-
nient.that wheiever a public officer meets a private citi¬
zen in distress, he is authorized to give to that privatei In¬
dividual all the aid he can give, simply "quiring of him
remuneration for tbe actual expenses be has been put to ,

and that to call upon him to pay mare was never intend¬
ed, in my judgment, as the purpose of this government
If through ihe agency of a public officer, or of the pub¬
lic works, you should benefit a citizen, you should do
it.only requiting him to pav ihe actual expends incur¬
red by conferring ibis benefit You should not degrade
this government by requiring your officers to call upon
citizens to pay for any service that you happen lo render
lo an unfortunate man.

.

Then again, it does sp]>ear to me that if anything is done
upon this sobiect, it should be done with more caution.
As my honorable friend from Georgia [Mr. DiWeon]
says, you are undertaking lo threw jour legislation over
a wide field, and you must lake time to do it. II, "»srs-
fore vou do anything, 1 do hope this matter will b« post¬
poned until the Senate shall have an opportunity lolook
into ihe matter. But I repeat, that in my judgment do
legislation is necessary.

|-. ..I have one word to say to my fnend from California,
[Mr Weli.eh,] who, with an air of triumph thai doae
not seem to me to be at all iustifted by the argument^heu«,s, seemed to think that he not only accused me bat
convicted «ne of great inconsistency. Said he. Toil
went for the Collins line, and now you^wtlli»ot go tm
this." 1 ab«tained from participating in the debate upon
this amendment when it was before tbe Senate, not lhat I
had no v.ewslhat 1 wanted to «PreMl1.b'?t 'u.**
hoped that every speech I heard would be the las^I could not conceive bow a simple proposition to f*y a
mail carrier an additional P'M« coolW
such an excited and extended debate, and il the gentle
man Irom Cahlorn.a, together with °tbf,^who rnade the
onslaught upon tliat proposition submitted by the Naval
Committee, chase to go into the great question of gov¬
ernment. which had nothing to do with it. It is hu own
fault, and not mine, that the recommendation of Ihe com¬
mittee was not treated with the respect and confidence
which in my judgment it deserved. That committee were
not asked.nay, the duties imposed upon them by toe nen .

ate did not recjuire that ihey should undertake to examine
into the authority under which these contracts were maaa
They were not required to go and ask how much money
the steamsrs of the Cunard line coet. They were not
called upon to inquire whether the )govern«in«nt made
money or lost money by the postage Ihe malleir rtfeir-
red to that committee wss simply this Will y0M,T*J*few thousand dollars more to s mail carrier. ^ will you
allow your mails lo be stopped » I nst wss tl» Question
properly before the Senate, and the only question. Sena
tors will permit me to «). with due resoect to them,
tbsl ought to have been debated hers. And now I would
like to know, taking that view of the subject, bow the
gentleman from California can come here and hold ma

responsible to principles which w.re entirely .rrelevant to
the quest..,., before the commiliss. and for which I votod f
How csn he undertake to tell me that I went for a
partnership there t I went for no each thing. That part*
nership had been formed and consummated by »
Congress The deed had been done Tbe Naval Com¬
mittee did all they could to disersharass tbe^MlvsaTh«y tnrn«i all irr*lf»vant qtwtiwn o«l comfinue®
as soon as they could, and, I believe, at mv instates ,

and I want my friend from California to nnderstawlUiat
I voted simply to give the mail contractors an additional
price.not to establish a principle I he principle wm es¬
tablished by s previous Congress. The contracts were
made by the authority of the government ; and this Sen¬
ate. permit me tossy, had no authority whatever to look
behind that contract They could neither annul thecon^tract nor alter it. They had to take it as it was: and tbs
only unestion. therefore, that was before the Senate, and
the only question I voted upon, was whether Ii,ve to these contractors ftve or sit thousand doll*M


